
Ministers’ Foreword  
Responding to requests from civil society and governments, diplomats make important 
contributions to democratic development. Their work is largely unknown. Outdated stereotypes of 
our profession persist. This “Diplomat’s Handbook” begins to tell our story through case studies 
of practical measures diplomats from many democratic countries have taken across the globe.  

The “Handbook” recognizes that democracy cannot be exported or imported. It must be 
developed by the citizens of the country concerned. There is no one formula for success. But 
outside assistance is often requested, and there is a dearth of professional material for training and 
guiding our diplomats in deciding how they can appropriately respond. Civil society as well as 
governments can benefit from the “Handbook”, gaining a better understanding of what they can 
request from diplomats, who in today’s public diplomacy represent their own civil society as 
well.  

Therefore the “Handbook” offers a menu of choice, a tool box of steps which have worked, 
beginning with listening and understanding and proceeding through many forms of cooperation.  

We urge the 125 diplomatic services represented in the Community of Democracies to use and to 
contribute to this new tool for our profession. The “Handbook” is a “living” document. The 
Community’s Convening Group and Secretariat, the nongovernmental International Steering 
Committee, the Council for a Community of Democracies and Canadian Ambassador Jeremy 
Kinsman, the Handbook’s primary author, and its Research Director Kurt Bassuener will 
regularly update it and welcome your comments and contributions online at: 
www.diplomatshandbook.org. We wish to recognize the work of our democratic diplomats by 
featuring them in further case studies and through practical examples.  

Signed by:  
 

 

Luís Amado  
Minister of State and Foreign Affairs, Portugal 
2007-2009 Chair, Community of Democracies  

 

Audronius Ažubalis 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Lithuania 
2009-2011 Chair, Community of Democracies 

 

Radosław Sikorski  
Foreign Minister of Poland, Host to the 
Permanent Secretariat, Community of 
Democracies 
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	Alliance for Reforms and Democracy in Asia (ARDA), a steering committee member of the World Forum for Democratization in Asia, works to promote democracy, human rights, and the rule of law in Asia.  Led by Dr. Chee Soon Juan, a leading dissident and member of the Singapore Democratic Party, ARDA serves as a network for activists’ intent on spreading freedom and democracy throughout all of Asia.  In addition, ARDA also functions as a network for the greater global community.
	The Arab World Center for Democracy Development & Human Rights is a non-profit nongovernmental organization based in Jordan that is dedicated to the defense and promotion of human rights and democracy in the Middle East region.  The Center conducts research and training workshops, and holds conferences on the topics of human rights, gender equality, democracy, and child protection in order to increase awareness about the need for justice.  The Center believes in strengthening democratic values through introducing changes to civil society.
	Derechos (United States)
	Inter-American Institute of Human Rights (Costa Rica) http://www.iidh.ed.cr/
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